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Correlating Census Records 
To verify our ancestors from one census to another, it is important to compare the details of the 

census records (along with other records) in reverse chronological order of their lifetime.  We 

want to start with the most recent census records available and take note of all family members 

and details. The secret sauce is in the details. 

 

Keep in mind that the census records were created to count the number of persons living in the 

U.S. for accurate representation in the U.S. House of Representatives.  While it is the backbone 

of our genealogy research, that was not its intended purpose. 

 

Questions asked on the census forms varied from year to year.  Using multiple censuses can 

provide a rich family history and verify help your lineage. 

Census Items of Interest 

1790 - 1840  

If your ancestor did not move from one decade to the next, use the neighbors to help verify the 

ancestor as you go back in time.  If you can find some of the same neighbors from one decade to 
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the next, then you likely have the right ancestor.  Land, probate, and other records often name the 

neighbors in land boundaries, which may help verify them as well. 

If they did move from one decade to another, look for other family members living nearby as 

they often migrated in groups. 

1850 – 1950 

1850-1860 
Look for Slave Schedules for those enslaved and as well as their white owners in slave states.  

1850-1880  
Mortality Schedules listed persons who died within the preceding 12 months. 

1850-1930  
Beginning in 1850 showed immigration information. 

1880+ 
Relationship to the head of household begins to be listed. Remember in prior years, just because they 
are listed in a household does not mean they are family. 

1890 
The 1890 census was nearly all destroyed by fire in 1921. 
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1940 – 1950 
The 1940 – 1950 had supplemental questions. See the bottom of the page if your ancestor fell on one of 
the special supplemental question lines. 

CORRELATING CENSUS WORKSHEETS 
There are three styles of worksheets in the “Correlating Census Records” Excel file and how you use 
them, will depending on how you wish to research.  

1. ONE PERSON WORKSHEET (Tracks just one person). 
2. INDIVIDUAL YEAR WORKSHEETS (Tracks the entire family unit and all the details for each year 

separately). 
3. COMPILED WORKSHEET – (Tracks family unit across multiple decades). 

SAVE A COPY OF THE FILE BEFORE BEGINNING, to preserve a master copy for future use. 

WORK BACKWARDS starting with the most recent years. 

I use one or all three of these worksheets to help solve a problem or tell the family story.  While it might 
seem time consuming at first, if you’re stuck, focusing on the details to this level will help you recognize 
the details of your ancestor’s life, that you may not have seen before. It really doesn’t take that long. 

One Person Worksheets (Across Decades) 

“1790-1840 Master” 

“1850-1950 Master”  

These worksheets are designed to track one person across several decades.  
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These one-person “1790-1840 Master” and “1850-1950 Master” tabs include all questions 

asked on the original census and are lined up to help visualize the details collectively.  

Steps 
1. Work backwards in time. 

2. As you look at each census, add the details in the boxes for each year. 

3. Compare the years to help verify each census record is the same person from decade to 

decade. 

Grayed out areas are where those questions were not asked during those years. 

Use other worksheets to understand the full family unit. 

Individual Year Worksheets (Family Household) 

 

Use these worksheets to track the entire family unit year by year. That would be everyone living in 
each household. 

These worksheets are listed by year in the bottom tabs in yellow.  This can be especially helpful in lining 
up the known family with the ages listed in pre-1850 census records. 

Steps 
1. Use the top section in yellow to extract the data from the census record you found.  
2. Then list the family members (as shown in blue and pink) for the known family from later census 

years.  
3. Calculate the expected birth year or year range and add it to the Est. Birth Yr. column next to 

your family members.  Do they line up with what you expected? 
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This is not a perfect science. The birth years might be off by one year if the person had not had a 
birthday yet that year.  

Also, ages where not as important or known by the informant.   

4. Do the boys and girls line up by the expected ages (for persons living during that census year)? 

You will need to color the blue and pink rows, if you wish to show boys from girls.   

Compiled Worksheet (Simple Family Unit Across Decades) 

 

This is the simplest of the worksheets and shows just the family unit, estimated birth years and ages 
listed within each census year. 

Use the other style worksheets to gain a higher level of detail.   

Extras 
There are backup copies of the Master tabs at the end in case you overwrite one by 

accident.  They are located at the far right of your tabs.  You may have to scroll right to 

see them. 

 

The Jamison Wesley Booth Example file is in a separate document for your reference. 
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