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Getting Started in Genealogy 
Additional Resources 

 

Below are additional materials and or free resources to help you get started organizing your family 

history. 

Book Ideas 
Organize Your Genealogy: Strategies and Solutions for Every Researcher  

by Drew Smith 

Our Family Tree: A History of Our Family by Chartwell Books 

The Tree of Life - Real Leather Journal  

Free Forms and Charts 
Ancestry’s Free Charts and Forms Page – These are free to download and use 

as you wish.   

National Archives Free Forms – This includes free census record worksheets. 

At this stage in your research, I recommend the Family Group Sheet and the 

Ancestral Chart.  These are great if you are just getting started or you are not 

a computer user.  You will use multiple copies of the Family Group Sheet, one 

for each couple with children. 

Bring these charts (your work in progress) to family reunions to have the family help fill in the blanks… 

especially the Family Group Sheets. 

How to Start Your Family Tree for Free – Free eBook 
Regardless if you plan to pay for a subscription to a genealogy 

website like Ancestry.com, FindMyPast, or MyHeritage, you should 

review my free 16-page eBook.   

It is designed to maximize free resources and it might save you some 

money as you get started.   

  

https://amzn.to/3k9w6X3
https://amzn.to/3peZPl9
https://amzn.to/35elvWG
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms?_ga=2.105674048.253166650.1604781117-214601633.1603477759
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-forms
https://www.ancestrycdn.com/legacy/pdf/trees/charts/famgrec.pdf
https://www.ancestrycdn.com/legacy/pdf/trees/charts/anchart.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e6MXvfxpijYtPq5tXv790-lpT1OlimKj/view?usp=sharing
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Online Family Trees 
There are several places to start your family tree online.  Here are several services that have free or paid 

subscriptions.   

One note about paid vs. free subscriptions. Most paid services allow you to create a tree for free on 

their platform.  In many cases, some of the records are free to view and others are not.  Typically, the 

records that are behind the paywall are those the platform purchased for their subscribers.  The records 

that are free to use are either records that volunteers contributed to or are paid for with tax dollars.  For 

example, the U.S. Census records are always free everywhere because they are U.S. records held at the 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).   

About Building Trees 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  It is highly recommended that you choose one place for your primary tree.  This is 

your “go to” tree where you will always have things as current as possible.  

Having trees on all services can be cumbersome to manage every time you have an update to your 

family history.  However, it is recommended to build a tree on other services specific to the ancestors 

you’re currently researching, as their search functions (hinting features) may find records for you. 

FamilySearch.org  

FamilySearch is a service of the Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day Saints (Mormons).  You do not have to 

be Mormon to use their service.  It is free to everyone and will always be free.  They encourage you to 

use it.   

Keep in mind when building a tree on FamilySearch that you are adding your family to the world 

collaborative tree.  It is not your own tree.  It is one huge world tree, so others can change your work. 

This service is an excellent resource of millions of records that may not be found anywhere else or may 

be available for free, when others require subscription. 

Ancestry.com  
Ancestry is one of the largest paid subscription services in the world.  It has online trees, records, DNA, 

and much more.  If you’re looking for a one stop shop in the U.S. then Ancestry is an excellent choice.  

Below are some affiliate links for your convenience.  We’ll talk more about how to use Ancestry in other 

Genealogy TV Academy courses. 

• Ancestry Free Trial  

• Ancestry DNA 

FindMyPast 
FindMyPast is another excellent resource.  It is headquartered in the United Kingdom and specializes in 

British and Irish Records. FMP has an online tree building component, free options, online records, and 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms?_ga=2.105674048.253166650.1604781117-214601633.1603477759
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1011l28781
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1011l28282
https://www.findmypast.com/
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has unique British and Irish parish records as well as the famous 1939 Registry that you won’t find 

anywhere else. FMP has partnered with LivingDNA for DNA testing. 

MyHeritage 
MyHeritage is another excellent resource with a wide variety of tools some of which you will not find 

anywhere else.  Headquartered in Israel, MyHeritage boasts free options along with paid services, tree 

building, and records from around the world, including the United States.  Their DNA services are 

unmatched by anyone else.  For those into learning the DNA side of research, they have chromosome 

mapping as well as they have partnered with Genetic Affairs to provide Auto Clustering of DNA matches. 

The above information regarding online services is constantly evolving.  All of these services are 

excellent and unique.   

Additional Videos 
Here are some videos introductory videos about some of the various services to help you see how they 

work, before you make a decision as to which service you’ll choose to start. 

• Inside Scoop About FamilySearch.org 

• FindMyPast UK and Irish Genealogy Research 

• MyHeritage.com Website Tour (2019) 

• Ancestry.com There is no general overview about Ancestry. Here is a list of some videos to help 

you get started. 

o Ancestry.com: New Hint Feature Tricks (2019) 

o 10 Free Things on Ancestry 

o Ancestry.com New Tools July 2019 

o Ancestry's New Tree Tags, ThruLines Q's Answered. Bonus Hack! 

o Ancestor Profile Clean Up on Ancestry.com (2020) 

o Fixing Ancestor Relationships on Ancestry.com 

o AncestryDNA Shared Matches to Solve Genealogy Research Questions 

o Playlist of all Ancestry Videos on Genealogy TV 

This handout may contain affiliate links.  While using them costs you nothing extra, Genealogy TV may receive a small commission. 

https://livingdna.com/compare?gclsrc=aw.ds&&gclid=Cj0KCQiA7qP9BRCLARIsABDaZzgE_IYxBt3zEfKuES3n610HV99s1e2IQB9Xz_hda5QBOO6nM_aY9oIaAh5PEALw_wcB
https://www.myheritage.com/
https://youtu.be/lqm4OjsKh9M
https://youtu.be/9uJzTCV7K0Y
https://youtu.be/hWJBFSG6S5c
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1100l28566
https://youtu.be/GcmyoHm6QdY
https://youtu.be/95HrdnctZaQ
https://youtu.be/RWWBW4VKmZI
https://youtu.be/HH6Sop3l1YI
https://youtu.be/mNHhnQHchqo
https://youtu.be/aLqzsRuc0jw
https://youtu.be/vm9WRkyaE14
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiMXWjHlj5RTuO4UJdUB5vKqfYFuQ5qnQ

