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Overview 
In this lesson you are learning about Ancestry’s new 
“Networks” feature which is part of their Pro Tools add-
on package. To find it, go to ancestry.com, login, and on 
the home page there is a Pro Tools shortcut menu on 
the right.  

Ancestry says “Ancestry Networks is available in Beta on 
March 6th [2025] to all global Pro Tools customers and 
will be available to more subscribers later this year.” 

The concept here is to be able to group people into networks, whether they are family or not. This helps 
with the FAN Club (Friends, Associates, and Neighbors) strategy. Thanks to Elizabeth Shown Mills for this 
concept. 

Beta 
Keep in mind that this feature is currently in beta and is an evolving product.  

Network Examples 
Here are just a few examples of the types of networks you can create using this tool. 

Census - You could create a network from a census record showing the neighbors and or other family 
members close by.  

Religious or Church Group - You could create a network of families that belong to the same church or 
the same religion.  

Immigration - You could create a network of family members that traveled together and immigrated 
from one place to 
another. For example, 
several family 
members that are on 
a passenger list. 

https://youtu.be/6z9Fg-9Wy9w&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
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Event - You could create a list of people that appear in a wedding registry or some other special event 
where there is a list of people that signed a guest book. 

Creating a Network 
Once in the pro tools area, click “create new network.” With your goal in mind, you can see the distinct 
types of networks that you can create. Ancestry is prompting you with some ideas (shown here). Using 
“something else?” Is a way for you to create a custom network or simply click skip at the bottom of the 
page (not shown).  

In my example on the previous page, I decided to create a network from the neighborhood of people 
from Randolph County, North Carolina in the 1860 census. My goal here was to figure out what other 
family members may be in the neighborhood and group them together. In this case, I was wondering 
what potential ancestors were in the same place at the same time with the same surnames known to 
me. Next, I wanted to create a different immigration network of the ancestors that arrive together from 
one specific passenger list 
and those I knew came 
from and lived in 
Denmark. Many of these 
people I strongly suspect 
are family, I just haven’t 
connected them to the 
tree yet. 
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Networks in Ancestor’s 
Profile 
As you begin to create these networks, 
your ancestors are automatically 
updated with a tag for that network in 
their profile. These are different from 
tags. 

You can add a person to multiple 
networks you've already created from 
the drop down menu where it says, 
“add to.” 

Begin with a Goal or 
Strategy in Mind 
In short, this is cluster research. We use clusters of people to help us find more records, understand 
what is going on in the community, who lived nearby, and migration patterns. The possibilities are 
endless when you start to understand how to use cluster research in your genealogy.  

Example 
Let’s say you see a lot of 
people in a census record 
that have the same last 
name as your direct 
ancestors. You suspect that 
they are family, but you’re 
not sure how just yet. By 
adding them to a network 
for a specific place and time 
(i.e., 1860 census), you can 
keep track of these people, 
who they married, their 
children, and proximity to 
your ancestors.  

Along the way you may discover that one of these people in your network share a property line with 
your ancestor. If they did, might they be related? Could they be a brother of your ancestors? Could your 
ancestor’s father have divided the land into smaller parcels among his children and the unknown person 
living next door to your great uncle (or some other relationship)? Researching him might provide more 
records and insight about your direct ancestor.  
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Limitations 
Attaching Sources 
As of this writing, there does not seem to be a way to attach a source or image to multiple people at one 
time or say, everyone in the network you are viewing. This would still need to be done individually. 
However, all those in the network, when viewing their individual profiles would see the networks in the 
lower right column. 

Attaching Everyone from a Record 
As of this writing, there does not seem to be a way to attach everyone globally in an index of a record to 
a network. For example, adding everyone from a passenger list or census record. While this would be 
convenient, I don’t expect Ancestry to add this feature. Time will tell.  

Creating New Networks from Multiple Networks 
I think it would be interesting to be able to create a third network from people that appear in more than 
one network.  

For example, all those people in my 1860 Randolph County, NC network with all those who came on the 
same ship (another immigration network) to create a third new network of those who appear in both 
networks. 

 

 

More about Genealogy TV 
Genealogy TV on YouTube (The Primary Channel)  

Genealogy TV 2 on YouTube (Longer videos, minimal editing, 
just research) 

NC Ancestry on YouTube (North Carolina Ancestry) 

Join the Genealogy TV Academy  

• Live Virtual Classroom (Recorded for those who 
can’t attend) 

• All Handouts and Worksheets Included 
• Online Courses 
• Private Facebook Group 

All Videos and Handouts from the YouTube channel 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@genealogytv
https://www.youtube.com/@genealogytv2
https://www.youtube.com/@ncancestry
https://genealogytv.org/about-the-genealogy-tv-academy/
https://genealogytv.org/about-the-genealogy-tv-academy/
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