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Social Security Death Index 
Social Security Claims & Applications 

Applying for the Original SS-5 
 

The Social Security Administration was created in 1935. Your ancestors may have filled out an 
application to apply for a Social Security card shortly thereafter.  The Social Security Death Index was 
created in 1962. While many records are available from 1935 forward, most records are found after 
1962. These records are available for genealogical research for free.  

The Social Security Death Index and the Social Security Claims and Applications Index can be some of the 
most important documents that we can find when researching our family history. Applying for the 
original application (SS -5) is incredibly important when researching our family history as it provides 
additional information the indexes do not. You will always want to dig to the original records, whenever 
possible.  

When searching for your ancestors using the Social Security records, you will find two record sets. One is 
the Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 and the other is the Social Security Applications and Claims 
Index, 1936-2007. You will want to use both indexes, as they provide a little different information.  

Social Security Death Index (SSDI), 1935-2014 
The Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 
can be found in several places and are 
free to use.  They can be found on 
Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, 
MyHeritage.com, and FindMyPast.com. 
This is where you will want to start and 
collect all data found for your ancestor.  
You will want to note the Social Security 
Number before moving on to the next 
step.   

Additionally, the Last Residence is not 
always the last address of your ancestor.  
It could be that of the person filing the claim or settling the estate. Either way, it may provide clues. 
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Social Security Claims and Applications Index, 1936 – 2007 
This database picks up where the SSDI 
leaves off.  You also want to search this 
index for additional information. Make sure 
to match the Social Security numbers from 
the SSDI. To ensure you have the right 
person. Only Ancestry has the Social 
Security Claims and Applications Index.  
Here you will also want to note the Social 
Security Number and extra notes at the 
bottom for variations of the ancestor’s 
name (especially for women). 

Where to find the Social Security Death Records 
On Ancestry, click the Search tab at the top of the home page, drop down to Card Catalog, and do a 
Keyword search for “SSDI.”  You will find both record sets.  Search for your ancestor after 1935 in both 
record sets. This direct link may take you there. 

On FamilySearch go to the Search tab at the top, drop down to records, in the lower right corner search 
in the “Find a Collection” field for “United States Social Security Death Index.”  This direct link may take 
you there. 

On MyHeritage, login, click Research tab at the top of the page, drop down to Collection Catalog, in the 
upper right corner search “Social Security Death” and both record sets will pop up.  This direct link may 
take you there. 

Applying for the SS-5 (Original Application) 
You should apply for the original application your ancestor filled out when they applied for a Social 
Security card.  

• Once there, choose Create Request > 
Begin > Fill out the form.  

• The Agency is the Social Security 
Administration.  

• The Contact Information is your 
information (not your ancestors).  

• Your fees should be about $27, add a 
description of what you are looking 
for such as the SS-5 and your 
ancestor’s name. More will be added below. 

• Request Type is the “Photocopy of Original Application for a Social Security Card (SS-5) of a 
Deceased Individual.” 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=SSDI
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1202535
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1202535
https://www.myheritage.com/research/catalog?s=574285081&q=Social%20Security%20Death
https://www.myheritage.com/research/catalog?s=574285081&q=Social%20Security%20Death
https://foiaonline.gov/foiaonline/action/public/home
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• You will need to provide a Social Security Number and the rest of the information to the best of 
your ability.   

• You can supply any supporting documentation by attaching files.  If you have any 
documentation, I suggest you attach them. 

Replies may take several weeks to 
several months depending on the 
backlog of requests. 

The information found on the SS-5 
can add to the facts for your 
ancestor, especially if their parents 
are listed.  

 

In most cases you will find: 

• Name at the time of application 
• Address.  (Note: The date of the application pins your ancestor in a place in time.) 
• Employer… and address 
• Age 
• Birthdate  
• Place of birth 
• Father 
• Mother 
• Gender 
• Ethnicity 
• Date of employment 
• Have you filled out this card before? 
• Date  
• Actual Signature (Note the signature for comparison to other records.) 

 

Addition Resources and Links: 
• Genealogy TV Video for this Handout 
• More about the Social Security Death Administration Records 
• Social Security Records on Ancestry 
• SSDI on FamilySearch 
• Social Security Applications and Claims on MyHeritage 
• SSDI on MyHeritage 

 

https://youtu.be/0BtnonBZ0RI
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Social_Security_Administration_Records#Social_Security_Death_Index_.28SSDI.29
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=SSDI
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1202535
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10863/us-social-security-applications-claims-1936-2007?s=574285081
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10002/us-social-security-death-index-ssdi?s=574285081

	Social Security Death Index (SSDI), 1935-2014
	Social Security Claims and Applications Index, 1936 – 2007
	Where to find the Social Security Death Records
	Applying for the SS-5 (Original Application)
	Addition Resources and Links:

