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How to Search the 1950 Census
Before it's Indexed

Video Link

As with everything we do in genealogy, we want to work from the known to the unknown. When
looking for your ancestors in the 1950 census, we want to try and pinpoint records closest in time and
the most likely location where your “target ancestor” was in 1950.

Target Ancestor(s) — Your Target Ancestor is a term | coined to help you focus on your research question
and the people within it. This could be one person or a family group.

Before You Begin the Search

Identify who (Target Ancestors) you want to search for in the 1950 U.S. Census. Look at their timeline to
see the closest possible residence (if you don’t know it already) just before and or after 1950. You may
have to search other family members where your Target Ancestor might have lived.

Keep in mind:

e Know the county boundaries in 1950. Borders changed over time.

e The age of your Target Ancestor in 1950.

e Know the siblings and parents (especially if your Target Ancestor was a minor). You’re looking
for other family that might be living in the same household too.

Places to Look for Residence in and Around 1950
o City Directories
e Military Records
e 1940 Census
e Vital Records
e Land Records
e Yearbooks
e Employment Records
e Social Security Records
e Obituaries
e Think about Life Events
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1950 Census

Official 1950 Census Website

Step One - Starting Your Search at NARA

Search FAQs Resources About

Welcome to the Official
1950 Census Website

The 1950 census records were released by the U.S. National Archives on April 1,2022. This website provides full access to the 1950 census images, including

population schedules, enumeration district maps, and enumeration district descriptions.

Begin Search

Resources

CLICK HERE to start a search by name, with the National Archives & Records Administration (NARA).
They have machine learning software that has done a pretty good job at searching the handwritten 1950

census.

Search - Use the left column to search location
and name.

Look for people that look familiar to the family
you are researching.

When you find something that looks
promising, click the blue “Population
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Notice in this screen shot, the name was interpreted differently by the Al results, but still found George
Simmons (below). His name as it is handwritten is George E. Simmons in the image. The Al interpreted

as Georgel Semmons. That’s okay, we found him. @
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Keep in mind:

e This is machine learning, so names may be misspelled or misinterpreted by the computer...
sometimes badly.

e Scroll down the page and look for the groups of names of your family in the text before opening
the images.

[F YOU FIND YOUR TARGET ANCESTOR... BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING ELSE...
e COPY THE URL LINK BEFORE YOU MOVE ON and keep that tab open for reference.
e Take note of the State, County, E.D. number in the upper left corner.
e Note the line number, serial (family), house, and address (if there is one).
o Download the image in the upper right three dots. Use the 2113x 2441 size. This should give
you enough resolution without distortion when you zoom in. It will be in your downloads folder
or wherever you have download files defaulted.

Check the Next Page for More Family
In many cases you cannot advance to the next page on NARA’s website. So, you will need to find the
same image on Ancestry, FamilySearch, or MyHeritage... But before you do...
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NOTE EVERYTHING!

Once you find your Target Ancestor you want to take note of everything at the top of the page and the
information about your Target Ancestor before moving to the next step.

e Top of the Page: Note the State, County, ED, line number, and Sheet Number!
e Line Level: Address, house, names, ages, and if there is a supplemental line.

If you Don’t Find Your Target Ancestor
Try different spellings or other locations your ancestor may have lived, on NARA’s website. Look for
siblings, parent’s or other family members that may be nearby.

Step Two - On Ancestry

Here on Ancestry (and FamilySearch) we want to find the same census image you found on the NARA
website so we can attach it to our ancestors but also so we can scroll forward and backward looking for
other family members that might be nearby.

Ancestry’s 1950 Census Page - o R ST R
) - pWelcomegihal050 U Census)
e Sign up to get notified when ESPiores e ehantesii yourtar iy aliey

your state is indexed. (optional)
e C(Click the Browse button in the
center.

...0r go directly to the 1950 Census
page on Ancestry. SKip right to the

search function here. You may want to

bookmark this page.

Ancestry E.D. Finder

About Enumeration Districts
You can search the enumeration districts (E.D) with Ancestry’s new tool called the “1950 Census District
Finder.”

On the E.D. Finder, search the location.

Unfortunately, you can’t just type the E.D. number you found at NARA in the search box, which is why
we noted everything from the top of the page we found on the NARA website.

Enter the closest address you have for your ancestor in the Ancestry Census District Finder. Even
without a house number or street, this works in most cases.
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https://www.ancestry.com/c/1950-census
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308
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You'll need at minimum the county and state... ideally the address, town/city, and E.D. Number.

Hopefully, you found your ancestor on the NARA web

site to get this information.

If the location starts to pop up from Ancestry, click on the suggested location to help the search.

Alternatively, you can search the township on the E.D. Finder on Ancestry without the name

search on NARA as described in Step One. Ho

search. If you don’t use the NARA name finder, then you will need to scroll then entire census

ancestry Home Trees Search  OWA

roll for your towns Enumeration
District.

L

TP o

Hover your mouse over the districts to find the
matching E.D. number you found on NARA.

wever, it is only a location search, not a name

Help  Exras @ Hire an Expent

1950 Census district finder seia
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&

Once you find it on the map, Click the E.D. on

the map.

Once there, click the E.D. number on the left to
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Using the sheet number you found on the NARA website, you can then find the same image on
Ancestry’s website. Skip ahead to the sheet number you previously noted.

1950 United Su.*=s Federal Census

Ohio > Camoll > Lo > 10-15

B rons Ne 4140 —Approval explres December 31, 1930,

gllllﬂ'l‘l.l'lll] mml‘,}:‘db: Act of Congroes (“l:II':l I‘l‘ “E 1’! 0. &:I:] e mm‘l’lﬂl.lhmll':n be o l’:;]: EDATR “uxhﬂu’rf]n’r‘l? 4 . ]PE "‘a‘.‘:}.
AL o Fkvedtgatian, or cetuintion: ks ki o LN UMERA TGRS SIONATURE
R .
1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING |- L) s

FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER

1, Hemployed (Wk nmw 1, uvulnmm 16 orftam 18), describeJob or business hold Inst week
1, siness

Job or business

What State (or foreign Tiorot |1No [1rNo [1Wkto |5 Dorallother mersons, Isava blank
country) was he borm in? ftom 18—

Is wm kind of work was ho | What kind of business or | Class of worker
10born outside Coatinental United lolng? ' industry was ho working in? |

Olates, onter name of Torritory,

Dossio For exapla: | Por cxmmple:
don, or (oreign country 1
= o week, not 'l oL BUOB FBOLOLY...ceuanmce rememsasesnerenn ! For PRIVATE eraploger (P,
i e fosk- |v ] A" | Stato univerdly- | For GOVERNMENT (Q)

Distiugaish Onnsds-Froach ",. counting o Farm.... | In OWN
N oreis A oy lng, | work a | SO 1 S R | WITHOUT PAY o tamily
No, keeping | &roun ork? | doq oo | | tarm or business (NP,

Fimstrip

Image 19 Image 20 Image 25 Image 26

Keep in Mind:

e Sheet numbers are different than image numbers. However, they should be in numerical order
to a point.

e You may need to search the length of a street even if it crosses into another E.D.

e You may need to search neighboring E.D.’s.

Add a Weblink

Currently, you cannot attach the image to someone in your tree like you can with other records on
Ancestry. Once the indexing is done, you will be able to.

For now, we can add a weblink to our ancestor’s profile so that we can find it again. This weblink is
going to take you back to the same E.D. map, from there you can

Web link
simply click on the E.D. Number and return to the sheet number. erineE

. . . v Wilamena
To add a weblink in an ancestor’s profile on Ancestry. 1 hitps//www.ancestry.co

e Copy the URL where the image was found.

. Ohio, County
[ N ’
Go to the Ancestors profile. ‘“E‘J‘“ Marriages, 174-1993
® |n the center column where it says Sources, click the Add for George Edg

. https:/www.ancestry.co
button and choose weblink.

® Enter a URL and name it. The name will be seen in the o George&Alice

. “./1 Simmons in 1950
bottom of the Source column on the Ancestors profile. ™=———, Image 26- Sheet 25

hitps:/www.ancestry.co...

® You can now click that URL to take you back to the map.
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Step Two - On FamilySearch

| recommend you get the Ancestor’s ID (highlighted)
from your Target Ancestor within the Family Tree first
before proceeding... if you want to attach the 1950
census page to your ancestor’s profile.

O George Edgar Simmons

LS6S-R3P * Following

Birth 16 July 1887
Steubenville, Jefferson, Ohio, United States

Death 26 September 1963
Carrollton, Carroll, Chio, United States

Sources €D Collaborate
@D Memories

={a Tree x Person

Full Path to Searching the E.D. on FamilySearch
Click Here to skip items 1-7. | just wanted to give you the path | found to get there.

Click North America
Scroll down to United States
Pick the State you want to search.

I

Go to the Search Tab and drop down to the Research Wiki.

In the right-side Record Types, click Census
Scroll down to the Population Schedules Section.

7. Click the FamilySearch Images in the 1950 box.
1. Left side, under Refine Your Search, scroll Places Within for your state (I know this feels

redundant).
2. Pick your County under Places Within.

3. Search for the E.D. or township you seek in the right column under Volume. Click on the E.D.

and it will open the images.
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Date 27 Results
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Life Event [
All v
Dhio, United 1950 Census Records 36 images United States Census, ED: 10-15: Lee township 4
Show Advanced Search 1850
Dhio, United 1950 Census Records 30 images United States Census, ED: 10-11: Center 4

1950

township - That part
outside Carrollton village
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https://www.familysearch.org/records/images/search-results?projectId=M9HW-2YP&page=1&fullMap=true&place=1

4. Click the images and zoom in to find the sheet number you found on NARA. Image numbers are
different than sheet numbers, so be looking in the upper right corner for the same image you
found at NARA.

volved  Activities ® B QO @ constance knox

United States Census, 1950: Carroll. Census Records 1950 Attach to Family Tree
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Notes

5. Attach to the Family Tree with the blue button in the upper right corner.
o Search the list in the right-side panel or add the FS ID number
in the search box.
o Click your ancestor(s) highlighting them with a green check

Attach to Family Tree

2. SELECT A PERSON
mark- Choose from your History List, or
o Click Next and add all members you wish to attach this record \ " e Person ID of the person you

would like to attach this source to.
to and click next again.
lect Person

o Add a reason and click attached. Rerson v |

0:

You can now see the attached record to your ancestors under the Sources tab - -

within the ancestors profile.

No One At Home!

There have been a lot of questions about a line stating “not at home” or something similar. When no
one was home or the informant was unreliable, enumerators were instructed to write “Not at Home”
and reference a page and line number.

Enumerators were instructed to enumerate persons that were “out of order” because they were not at
home or other reason... They were to start enumerating them starting on page 71. Even if there are less
than 71 pages, skip to the end of the reel and work backwards to find the referenced page.

Conclusion
Using NARA for the name search, then finding the same images on Ancestry or FamilySearch allows you
to not only attach the source to your ancestors profile but allows you to scroll through the images to

find other family nearby.
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