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Secret Gems on Ancestry 
Video Link 

Over the years Ancestry has made some significant updates. Along 
the way some of our favorite tools have been buried as well as some 
new tools may be hard to find. Here are seven secret hidden gems 
you may want to know about for your family history research. 

Right Click Menus (Tree View)  

Right Click a Person 
It is simple, yet often overlooked. Ancestry recently added a 
right-click menu within the newest tree views. Of these 
options, View Tree takes you not to the Home Person 
(typically you) but centers the tree around the person over 
which you right clicked making them the focus person. Notice the path at the 
bottom of the screen. Use this to jump back quickly to the previous person you 
viewed. 
 
Right Click in a Blank Space 
If you notice, right clicking over a blank space in the tree view gives you a different 
menu than if you were to right click over a person. Use these menus to quickly 
navigate to various platform resources on the tree. 

 

Message Boards  
While the message boards are not as popular as they used to be, they may contain valuable information and might 
another place to search. You can search any key words that you think fit your research question. Use surnames, 
locations, and subjects to narrow the results. You can use all three (surname, location, and subject). For example, I 
searched for Henley’s in Randolph County, North Carolina, Quakers. 

 
 

How to Find the Message Boards 
From the Tree view, right click over any person (not blank space), click More Help, in the side panel click Ancestry 
Community, under the collaboration column at the bottom is Message Boards. Search by subject, location, and or 
surname.  
From the Message Board page, if you scroll down you can filter by categories too. 

 

https://youtu.be/1lrFNBWKwzo
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Explore (from Ancestors profile) Use with caution. This gives context to what was happening during your 
ancestor’s life and also provides a feed of media that members have uploaded that have similar or matching data as  
your ancestor. I say “Use with Caution” because this feed can be misleading. Do not be confused thinking this is 
specifically about your ancestor.  

 
 

Ask Ancestry AI  
 
In the Ancestors Profile, in Life 
Story tab is  a new feature. This 
can be fun. In your ancestor’s 
timeline you may see a beta feature 
called Ask Ancestry AI. Clicking on 
this AI feature will pull up some AI generated information that may shed light 
on your ancestor’s life.  
 
Clicking on the Ask Ancestry AI button will bring up a side panel with further 
details.  
 
Note that this information is created from information found on the internet. 
Thus, its accuracy may need to be verified. Unfortunately, the one problem with 
Artificial Intelligence is it is not intelligent enough to cite its sources.  
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Free Charts & 
Forms  
Most of these are an “old-school” 
way of doing genealogy. Why get 
these? They are a great way to 
help you read the headers on the 
columns of census records.  
 
They are great for emailing your 
family to get them to fill in the 
blanks or take some to your next 
family reunion.  
 
There are lots of free forms on 
this page. These are printable pdf 
version of pedigree charts, family 
group sheets, research templates 
and more. To find them go to the 
? icon in the upper right corner of 
the Ancestry screen. Click 
Support Center, type “Charts and 
Forms” in the search box. The 
first result will lead you to a list of 
forms as well as census forms. .  
 
Here is a link to take you directly to the charts and forms page. You will need a PDF reader to download these. Here is 
a link to a free Adobe reader.  

Two Major Books Online for Free 
These were two of the gold standard books for learning 
genealogy research before the advent of Google, Ancestry, or 
the FamilySearch Wiki was created. They still are a valuable 

resource with two different purposes. 

The Source Book 
The Source Book originally written in 1997 is digitized and available on Ancestry.com.  
 
The Source book is organized by record type and subjects. 
 
To purchase a hardcover copy is available here The Source on Amazon (affiliate link) 

 
 
The Red Book  
The Red Book was originally published in 1992 and is full various record 
resources organized by location in the United States. The 2004 edition of the 

here on Ancestry.   

The 2004 revision is available in print and Kindle versions on Amazon (affiliate link) 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms?_gl=1*15y5g3g*_gcl_au*MTExMDY3NzcuMTcwNDgyMTMyNg..*_ga*MTc0MjA4MjQ2LjE3MDQ4MjEzMjY.*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*OTA2NTRjZDMtMDNkZi00ZjA3LWFjYTctZWU4NDYyYWY4OGI4LjQzLjEuMTcwNjU1ODA1NC41OS4wLjA.
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php?title=The_Source:_A_Guidebook_to_American_Genealogy
https://amzn.to/42hgl8c
https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php?title=Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town_Sources
https://amzn.to/3vQSIXT
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