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Old Maps & Gazetteers 
Video Link 

Old Maps 
Let’s talk about maps and how you might use them in your genealogy and family history publications.  

Here is a list of a few of the different types of maps that you might seek when doing your genealogy 
research. 

• Postal maps 
• Agricultural maps 
• Census Enumerator maps 
• General historical maps 
• Soil maps 
• GIS maps 
• Boundary maps 
• Migration maps 
• Land or deed maps 
• Road & Bridges Work maps 
• Sanborn Insurance maps 
• Geographical (rivers, mountains, etc.) 
• Military War maps 
• Google Maps and Google Earth Maps  

https://youtu.be/4WKLLfufobI


Genealogy TV 

GENEALOGY TV © 2022 CONSTANCE HENLEY KNOX 

 

2 

Gazetteers 
A Gazetteer is a list of... or a dictionary of places. For genealogists, they are 
often used to find small unincorporated or crossroads, rivers, and junctions 
that are often not found on maps.  

Look for Gazetteers in books or online. This example is the Gazetteer for 
North Carolina. Since I do a lot of research in North Carolina, it is handy on 
my bookshelf.  Here is an affiliate link to the North Carolina Gazetteer book 
if you are researching in North Carolina. 

Find Gazetteers for some areas on Ancestry.com or try Googling the 
location. 

Finding Old Maps  
Finding the right map for your situation 
may take some creativity. I suggest you 
look at all these links to get familiar with 
what each one has. 
 

YOUR FIRST STOP 
State Archives (See previous episode 
about State Archives Online). State 
Archives should be your first place to 
look for old maps.  They will likely have 
the most of any one location and the original maps for in the area you are researching. 

More Favorites 
Library of Congress Historical Map Archive Catalog  

Maps of Interest to Genealogist at the National Archives 

Railroad Maps at the National Archives Some railroad maps you’ll find listed as postal maps because the 
railroads were considered part of the postal system. 

Postal Maps at the National Archives   Some postal maps have the names of residences listed right on 
the map.  

Historical Maps USGS.gov  

MapofUS.org has a great animated version of border changes for each state as well as links many 
historical maps.  

Figure 1 Wyoming State Archives 

https://amzn.to/3KltyCl
https://youtu.be/ccUuGqKI3BY
https://youtu.be/ccUuGqKI3BY
https://catalog.loc.gov/vwebv/search?searchCode=LCCN&searchArg=2002627147&searchType=1&permalink=y
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/maps?_ga=2.96502616.658263273.1652730919-808185656.1652730919
https://www.archives.gov/research/cartographic/railroad-maps?_ga=2.96502616.658263273.1652730919-808185656.1652730919
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=railroad&f.oldScope=(descriptions%20or%20online)&f.level=series&f.locationIds=29&f.recordGroupNoCollectionId=28&SearchType=advanced
https://www.usgs.gov/news/national-news-release/historical-maps-your-fingertips
https://www.mapofus.org/united-states/
https://amzn.to/3KltyCl
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Sanborn Maps  
Sanborn maps were created by the Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Company for the purpose of documenting 
and assessing properties, usually in towns, cities and 
townships. You likely will not find them in rural areas. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1867-1977 the 
Sanborn Map Company. I have found original 
Sanborn maps at my local library as well as at 
state and national archives. Most at the 
archives are digitized and available online. 

Check Universities in the state you are 
researching.  
For example, the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill has a large collection of Sanborn 
maps for North Carolina. 

Library of Congress Sanborn Maps  
 

Other Great Websites for Maps 
Online 
SteveMorse.org has some quick searching by postal codes, street address, and more.  

Newberry Library of Atlas of Historical County Boundaries  

Be sure to check your local libraries, historical and genealogical societies for more maps. 

The National Genealogical Society (NGS) has a searchable database of genealogical societies that 
are members of NGS.  

Look for maps at various libraries, colleges, and universities at WorldCat.  

Old Maps Online  

David Rumsey Map Collection has 
a ton of maps.  Be sure to read the 
usage permissions before posting 
any maps in public locations, from 
this website.  

Figure 2 UNC.edu 

Figure 3 Sanborn Maps at LOC.gov 

https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/
https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/
https://stevemorse.org/#calendar
https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/pages/Arizona.html
https://ngsmembers.ngsgenealogy.org/Societies-and-Organizations-Directory2?sso=&reload=timezone
https://www.worldcat.org/
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
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Ancestry.com com has a 
variety of maps. Search > 
Card Catalog > Maps, Atlases 
& Gazetteers then filter by 
location and era in the left 
side column.  

Census Enumeration Maps 
are available from 1900-1950 
census, but they can be tricky 
to find. 1910–1950 can be 
found on the 156 rolls of 
NARA microfilm publication 
T1224.  

Ancestry has the 1940 enumeration maps.  

Ancestry has the 1950 District Finder Enter the address and you might find it redirects you to a map 
from 1950. You can then copy the link to save the map. 

FamilySearch Wiki > Location > right-hand side, maps and gazetteers. 

USGS.gov  for Topo maps that can be overlaid on Google Earth and in software like Deed Mapper. 

Bureau of Land Management  This is a great place to go for land and deed maps and records.   

U.S. Indexed County Land Ownership Maps, 1860-1918 on Ancestry 

LOC.gov Collections with Maps 

U.S. Civil War Maps 

WWII Military Situation Maps 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3028/
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/district-map/62308
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#5/41.393/-100.129
https://www.blm.gov/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1127/
https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-maps/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/world-war-ii-maps-military-situation-maps-from-1944-to-1945/about-this-collection/
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Finding Old Maps and Comparing to Census Records 
If you find a map that lists ancestors names on residences or businesses. Look for a census record close 
to the same time, to see if you can match a map to the census. In this case (shown in the video and 
image below) I was able to see how the census taker walked down the street. 
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