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If I Had to Do My Genealogy Over Again, 
What Would I Do in Today’s World 

Video Link 
 
I had the thought, if I had to do it all over again, would I do anything differently? How would I 
start my family tree with what I know today and in today’s computer and internet age.  Let’s find 
out. 
 

#1 Ancestry 
In my humble opinion (this is unsponsored), 
I think Ancestry has the best tools out there.  
Their records, search features, and the fact 
that they have the most DNA test kits (more 
than anyone else) puts Ancestry on the top of my list for where to start. 
 
Ancestry has several options for a paid subscription, but they also have a Free Guest Account 
(limited access to records, but you can build a tree for free), or a Free 14 Day Trial - affiliate link 
(which gives you full access to the records). 
 
Ancestry owns Find-A-Grave, Fold3, and Newspapers.com so they have integrated the record 
indexing from those websites into the search and hint features on Ancestry. 
 
There are several episodes I have created about how to get the most out of your search on 
Ancestry. Here are just a few. 
 

• Ancestry Hints vs. Catalog 
• Search Private Trees (Tiny Tip Tuesday) 
• Search Using Wild Cards on Ancestry 
• 1950 Census, How to Search it Before it is Indexed. 

 

https://youtu.be/GfQX_RmSIjU
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Free-Registered-Guest-Accounts?language=en_US
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1011l28781
https://youtu.be/mv1d8joJsZs
https://youtu.be/QmDytH6HChY
https://youtu.be/tx4pqZjT-ws
https://youtu.be/9xZDT9UnYc8
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#2 Write a Research Question 
This is a simple, easy, and super important. 
This will take you 5 minutes at most. What 
you're looking for in a research question is 
to get specific. You can craft a research 
question using “who, what, where and, 
when.” “Who” it is you want to know about, 
“what” it is you want to know, “where” and 
“when” did it happen? 
Examples: John Doe lived in Maryland in 
1886, but where and when was he born? 
Jane Doe was born in Indiana in 1805, who 
were her parents? 
 
What is the number one question you want to know? 
 

#3 Sign up with FamilySearch.org 

About FamilySearch 
FamilySearch is owned maintained by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It is the mission of 
the church to create and preserve family history. You do not need to be a member to utilize the many 
tools at FamilySearch, in fact FamilySearch encourages everyone to contribute to the world family. 
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FamilySearch Wiki 

One of my favorite tools is the FamilySearch Wiki.  If you have questions 
about where to find any record, this is the “go to” place to start. 

You can use the search box at the top of the page, but I find it more 
effective to drill into the location, then by record type. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FamilySearch Tree View 
Use the icon that looks like sliders in the upper right corner of the tree view to 
change the colors of the tree. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
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#4 Take a DNA Test at 
Ancestry 
If I were starting over today, I would get 
a DNA test done right away.  

I would also ask some of the elder 
members of the family to take one.   

If you ask others to take a DNA test, 
make sure they are comfortable with the 
idea before you purchase the DNA kit. 
Inform them that there may be surprises 
in the results (you never know what 
you’ll find) and offer to pay for the test. 

AncestryDNA (as of this writing) has approximately 22 million tests completed. That is more than any 
other company out there.  This is an autosomal test (most popular) that looks at the entire family tree. 
With AncestryDNA you’ll have more DNA cousins to match with too.  Once you get the results back, you 
can search those cousin matches for clues and records in the other DNA matches family trees.   

Once you have your test results back, you can download the test results and upload them at other DNA 
companies like Family Tree DNA, MyHeritage DNA, and more. 

This is just the start, there is a lot to explore with AncestryDNA®.  At the Genealogy TV YouTube channel, 
there are tons of videos about using DNA for family research.  I could talk about this all day long. ���� 

If you want to learn more about AncestryDNA, GO HERE (affiliate link). 

#5 Card Catalog at Ancestry 
This is a huge tip. Learn how to use the Card Catalog at Ancestry.  By searching the card catalog, you’re 
getting all the records unfiltered. You then can control what filters you want to narrow your results. 

To use the Card Catalog, start with your research question in mind.  

How to use the Card Catalog 
• Go to the Search tab at the top (not from the ancestor’s profile view) and drop down to Card 

Catalog.  
• Then using the left side filters, drill to the location and era that is logical for your research 

question.   

https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1011l28282
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l4aFW/creativeref:1011l28282
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• Then look at the record sets you have available. If there are too many to search, then filter to 
the type of record you are looking for (on the left side).   

• You can also sort (upper right) by record count so that the larger record sets rise to the top.  
• Then looking at the list open each one that looks promising (right-click and open each one in a 

new tab to preserve your original list) and search each tab/record set searching for your 
ancestor. Close each tab as you go, when you have exhausted your search in each record set. 

#6 Contact the County Library 
Make the effort to contact the county library in the area in which you are research.  A quick google 
search for the county library often will result in an email address and a phone number.  While you’re 
communicating with the library, ask who the local historian or expert is in the area and how you might 
be able to contact them with questions. 

#7 Write Mini Stories 
I highly recommend that as you do your research, write a paragraph or two about the items you are 
finding and post them on social media or email them to your family.   

Facebook groups are a great place to post items of interest to your family. Invite family members to the 
group which often creates interest in the family and helps start discussions and memories of the family.   

Filter by 
Location 

& Era 
Sort by 
Record 
Count 
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Please, please, 
please.... write 
the stories on 
your computer 
first and file them 
in your ancestor’s 
folder to preserve 
the stories before 
posting online.  
One never knows 
how long 
Facebook or 
other social 
media sites will preserve your family history stories.   

You never know, these little stories might be part of a future family history book. 

#8 Digital Collections at the State Archives 
 

Most state archives are now creating online digital 
collections specifically for genealogy research. In 
fact, most of the items added to the online digital 
collections that are focused on items of interest to 
genealogists and historians.   

There is an episode on Genealogy TV specific to 
U.S. State Archives Digital Collections and a 
handout (with every state archive digital collection 
link, email address and contact information).  

Reach out to the state archives, but 
be specific about what you are 
looking for when calling or emailing.  
Use that research question you 
crafted. 

  

https://youtu.be/ccUuGqKI3BY
https://genealogytv.org/product/u-s-state-archives-handout/
https://genealogytv.org/product/u-s-state-archives-handout/
https://youtu.be/ccUuGqKI3BY
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#9 Research Notes 
Keep research notes in 
chronological order. 
Write them for your 
direct line ancestors or 
people that you are 
trying to resolve 
genealogical problems.  
Keep one set of 
research notes per 
ancestor or ancestral 
couple.   

I promise, keeping 
research notes will make you pay attention to the details you never noticed before. 

#10 Take Classes! 
While our ancestors are not going anywhere, learning how to find them is constantly evolving.  

There are lots of FREE opportunities to learn more on YouTube.   

Genealogy TV has the YouTube channel as well as many other 
genealogy related YouTube channels.  Just search “genealogy” on 
YouTube, you’ll find them. 

Academies and Institutes 
There are lots of academies and institutes where you can continue your education. Here are just a few. 

• Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy 
• Genealogy Research Institute of Pittsburgh 
• Your DNA Guide Workshops (affiliate) 
• National Genealogical Society 
• Genealogy TV Academy 

No matter what you decide, keep taking classes and keep 
learning.  Besides... it’s all so much fun! 

Bonus Tip! Join Genealogical Societies 
Support the genealogical societies in the areas you are 
researching.   

They know what is at the local level and may have advice for researching in those areas. Also, check 
social media platforms for genealogical societies and groups! 

https://www.yourdnaguide.com/ref/6/
https://genealogytv.org/about-genealogy-tv-academy/
https://genealogytv.org/product/genealogy-tv-academy-membership/
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