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AVOID MISTAKES ON ANCESTRY

Video Link

Genealogy is fun, isn’t it? Sometimes when we’re surfing around our family tree it is easy to
accidentally import something that is not accurate to our family history. Here are some examples
of how to avoid those mistakes.

Member Trees

Member Trees...while it is at the top of
the “hint” list on Ancestry, it is the last
thing you should review. Attaching
ancestors to your tree from other member
trees, without analyzing the records
yourself, can be a trainwreck.

When multiple people follow the
mistaken leader, everyone who did, their
trees crash. When the engine that led the
way took you down the wrong path... well

"The General" 1926 Silent Film by Buster Keaton

you get the picture. @ How’s that for an
analogy?

Here is my recommended order in which you should research, when using Member Trees.

Review Hints (for records only, not member trees).
Search From Your Ancestors Profile.
Search From the Card Catalog, for what is missing in your ancestors’ profile.
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Go outside the Ancestry box and search on places like FamilySearch, MyHeritage, WikiTree,
FindMyPast, local and state archives, courthouses, etc.

5. Lastly, when you have exhausted all other search locations, search the Member Trees for clues
or documents of anything you missed. This will help you review the records without bias. Most
likely at this point, the other member trees will have everything you already have.

By researching in this order, you will review and ingest the records and data, without bias from other
member trees. Trust me, this is a more accurate way of researching.
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https://youtu.be/hrdclqf0km4

Accidentally Creating Duplicates

This is probably the most common mistake | see. This typically happens when importing spouses and
children from other member trees.

When reviewing Member Trees...

| recommend that you don’t use the “Select all Trees” box. This could give you duplicate ancestors of the
if you were to check all and then import them all.

Select trees with relevant information

4 Ancestry Member Trees Select al eos Iloshua Newby Sr from your tree

I F=rily Tree HENLEY - KNOX Family Tree 2015 USE THIS ONE
Cromer: Your Tree
Joshua Newby Sr Joshua Newby Sr
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Milllcent {1raE-18500
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Elizabeth (17991880
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Zirrwi IB13-1856)
Jacob S0ST1ETT)
Jabez H1E20-19000

Childran

The trick to avoiding this mistake, is to look carefully as you are importing. If you already have an
ancestor in your tree, then make sure you click on “Not a new person.”

Look at only one member tree at a time starting with the one that has the most sources and records.
This is usually the top member tree. Review those records to see if there is anything you don’t have and
if you agree with their conclusion that this clan of people belong together. Do they have the same
conclusions you do?

Likewise, if you have two different people with the same name, make sure that you choose “Not a
match?” if they're not the same person.
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Hints Are Not Everything!

While hints are convenient, they are not all records available to you for your ancestor. Hints only
provide the low hanging fruit. You'll want to work those leafy hints first, and then you will want to
search from the ancestor’s profile for additional records. Once you've finished that then you want to
see what is missing, and then do targeted research for those specific records from the card catalog, as
mentioned on the previous page.

ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras HireanExpert (J° @ G Constance Knox v  EN v

o5  HENLEY - KNOX Fafitferimerr ] QsSearch  HSToolsv  AEditv

Census & Voter Lists -
: Niels Madsen Hvolbel
Birth, Marriage & Death 1 BIRTH 1806 = Harte, Vejle, Denmark
I DEATH T1NOV 1881« Egived, Vejle, Denmark
Immigration & Travel 0 oyt o iEaihey

Public Member Trees " . =
wee E)Viewnoles FhViewcomments > Mergewithduplicale +Savetolree @hPrinl 23 Member connect

Military

Card Catalog

LifeStory Facts Gallery Hints

ieniberSearch Filter~ @ Add Sources ® Add~ Family @ Add~
Ancestry sources Parents
Name
Niels Madsen Hvolbel Mads Jensen Hvolbal
— <3| Ancestry Family Trees : 7661828
Name (aternate) —_— ‘ Marguertia Grady
Nils WOLBOL Denmark, Church

Herands o Spouse and children

Anne Marie Lauritzdatter
Denmark, Marriages, 1817-1869
1635-1916
: Mads Nielsen Wolbol
18411915

Baptisms, 1618-1923
Birth (Alternate)

: Hans Christian Nielsen
Denmark

1843-

Denmark, Select
Baptisms, 1618-1923 ’ Mette Margrethe Nielsen
Walhnl

B Denmark, Select

A0
by % ¢ Marriage

Name  Miels Madsen

lTo get to the card catalog you will want

Filters Clear all Death 13 Aug 1882
X Vital 14 Aug 1882
to go to the “Search” tab and then drop n o —
down to Card Catalog. Thereyou canuse | . : e ' :
the “filters” on the left-hand side, to > eunce o
H ~ Record date
narrow your search to the specific »500
> 1900 45
record sets that you want to search. ——

Then right-click and “open in a new tab” each record set that
looks plausible. Search each record set/browser tab, and then
close the tabs one by one, as you exhaust your research.

Your fourth step is to “Get Outside the Ancestry Box” and
search in other locations such as FamilySearch, MyHeritage,
WikiTree, local and state archives, and libraries, etc. Put your
thinking cap on!

Lastly, check other member trees (from the hint list on ancestor
profiles) for what you may have missed.
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ThruLines® - Only Estimates

While ThruLines® provides a great tool for genetic genealogy, it should only be used has a hint or clue
feature.

ThrulLines® is a combination or blend of other member trees (with yours) and Ancestry’s defined DNA
communities. If any of those member trees are incorrect, then there is a good chance your view of
ThruLines® could be incorrect.

In this example, if | were to import the Una Smith (with the dashed lines), | would duplicate that
ancestor because Una A Smith is already in my tree (solid line) and is likely the same person.

‘.'-;lncestr)-‘ Home Trees Search DNA  Help Extras Hire an Expert O E GConstanceKmxv E

£ Back to all ThruLines Provide feedback (i

T vuLines® for William McFarland Smith

ThruLines® uses Ancestry ' trees to suggest that you may be related to 19 DNA matches through William McFarland
Smith.

1* Relationships = List

William M Smith
2nd great-grandfather
849-1923

= ) i P ] { EVALUAIE |
Melissie Ann Smith Bertha SMITH Una A Smith Una Smith
. Great-grandmother ’ Great-grandaunt , Half great-grandaunt ‘ Ha\igrca‘.-gmndaml
18831952 18851929 1900-1980 1980
© 9DNAMatches > © 4 DNAMatches > © 20NAMatches v \
S R R R
‘ ' Glenn Bench §
. Half 1st cousin 2x removed H
2v ' 19 rw =
] -

e Besee
-
VB
Constance Knox

Half 2nd cousin 1x removed
15¢cM | 2 segments

Note: The dashed box means you do not have that person in your tree. Clicking

< Back X

the “Evaluate” button will allow you to do so. A side panel will pop out (different £3 Burgess "Jack” McCoy

X #? Olmsted in
example, on the right who has records attached).
| recommend evaluating the evidence before importing a new person to your S |
tree... and make sure you don’t already have that person in your tree.
B Records @ A

When you click on the evaluate button and the side panel pops out, you can see if = woviosiisrmssicons
there are records attached to the “dashed lined” person. If so, drill in by clicking 1520 Unts tates st Consus
the hyperlinks and see if you agree with the evidence.

New York, US., County Marriage Records,

In this example on the right, you can see a long list of records. Right click and

New York, U, State Census, 1925

open each one in a new tab. Then close each tab as you go, to preserve your

US., City Directories, 18221995
fo) rlgl na I Th ru L| nes VleW Us., Gity Directories, 1822-1995
US., Find a Grave Index, 1600s-Current

US., Newspapers.com Obituary Index, 1800s-
current

U.S., Newspapers.com Obituary Index, 1800s-
cunrent

AAdd Burgess “Jack” McGoy Olmsted to your tree
from PaoEmerson's tree?

Add to tree

GENEALOGY TV © 2022 CONSTANCE HENLEY KNOX



Ancestry’s Ethnicity Estimate

You should know the estimated ethnicity regions and estimates will change over time as they learn more
and add more to the reference panel.

ici i Updates @ . . E
Ethnicity Estimate ’ Ethnicity Estimate
England, Wales & Northwestern 4T% & .
Europe Your DNA looks most like DNA from these 7
world regions
® Ireland & Scotland 2% >
X We compare your DNA against a worldwide reference panel to see
® Sweden @ 14% <= which populations your DNA looks most like.
® Germanic Europe * 14% O How do we calculate this?
® Norway 2% <@
England & Northwestern Europe 47%
PP ® Cameroon, Congo, & SouthernBntu 1% >
Peoples
= ® Sweden & Denmark 20% >
Migrations
® Scotland 18% >
« Ohio River Valley, Indiana, Illinor &lowa
Settlers > ® Germanic Europe 10% >
From your regions: England, Wales & Northweste. .. |
s Upper Ohio River Valley Settlers @ [reland 2% >
. ;‘Litsit:g.{}h]o_ Indiana, Hlinois & Southeast lowa ® Wales 204,
- 2. Central Appalachia Settlers 2 9> ® Cameroon, Congo & Western Bantu Peoples 1% >
From your regions: England, Wales & Northweste.
s Southern West Virginia Settlers See other regions tested
See other regions tested 350+ Updated September 2021 @
2018 DNA Ethnicity Estimates 2022 DNA Ethnicity Estimate

As you can see some of the regions have been divided, but the estimates still don’t add up. This is
because, as the reference panels and total number of DNA kits grow, the more refined Ancestry is
making their estimates. Additionally, looking at the red boxes, you can see how many regions there are
today as opposed to four years earlier.

Long story short, don’t use Ethnicity Estimates for anything other than clues if you have nothing else.
They are just “Estimates of Ethnicity”.
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