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AncestryDNA” Communities
(Update June 2021)

Video Link

AncestryDNA™ has more than 1,400 global regions that make up the ethnicities displayed in your DNA
ethnicity results.

Ethnicity Estimate

England & Northwestern Europe 36% >
® scotland 22% >
® Germanic Europe 20% >
® sweden 19% >
@ Ireland 2% >

® Cameroon, Congo & Western Bantu Peoples 1% >

Additional Communities

Delaware Valley, Chesapeake & Midwest Settlers >
From your regions: England & Northwestern Europe; Germanic E....

6 Possible Ancestor Stories Found @ &
Midwest Farmlands Settlers

‘@ central Appalachia Settlers >
From your regions: England & Northwestern Europe; Scotland

3 Possible Ancestor Stories Found @##

What are communities?

According to Ancestry “A community is a group of AncestryDNA members who likely descend from a
population of common ancestors, people who lived in the same place around the same time or
traveled from the same place around the same time.”

Genetic Communities

Ancestry states their DNA technology detects groups of AncestryDNA members who likely “share
recent ancestors who came from the same community.” They analyze the connections between
members using “public family trees, ethnicity data, and historical records to determine where this
group of people lived over time.”

The good news for us is that Ancestry has the largest network of DNA test takers in the world, with
over 18 million (as of this publication). Additionally, they have the largest network of family trees (over
100 million) from which to create these communities.

Source: Ancestry Press Release 26 May 2021
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https://youtu.be/jwFIw2CtgBk

How many Genetic Communities are there?
Ancestry tends to update their communities about once a year (usually summertime) helping to fine
tune the genetic regions. As of this latest release, Ancestry has over 1,400 regions worldwide.

This latest update includes 10 in the Balkans, 30 in the Mediterranean, 15 in Western Asia, and a newly
defined community, East Africa.

Check Your Ethnicity Estimates Again
Ancestry recommends that you check your ethnicity results again to see if you have any new
communities or updates to your ethnicity results.

How can Communities Help in Our Family History Research?

If  am working on a specific family tree line and | know about where they are from, | use the
Communities to look at the migration patterns in the “Additional Communities” listed below the
Ethnicity Estimates.

Here you can look at some of your DNA cousins listed on the right-side panel as they have ancestors in
the same region and a genetic connection to you. Click through to those Feature DNA Cousin Matches
to see if they have any additional information in their trees.
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You, and all the members of this community, are linked through
shared ancestors. You probably have family who lived in this
area for years—and maybe still do.
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Clicking on the timeline can show you estimated migrations regions. This can be a clue to help
determine from which county your ancestors may have emigrated.

< “ North Central Appalachia Settlers

Was scarce, they made stews of wild onions and dandelion
greens. They also relied upon a system of tobacco leaf currency,
10U notes, and bartering to get manufactured or specialty
goods, like tools. Meanwhile, some coastal Native Americans
trekked into the Ohio River Valley, looking to put distance
between themselves and encroaching Europeans.

1750-1775
Colonial Conflicts

This was a time of movement and upheaval in the colonies.
Germanic settlers poured down from Pennsylvania into central
Maryland, bringing their artisanal traditions, agricultural
prowess, and ideas of religious dissent. The population of
Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley continued to grow as more
German and English colonists arrived. Meanwhile, settlers in
the Ohio River Valley found themselves embroiled in a series of
skirmishes between English colonists, Native Americans, and
the French. In Chesapeake cities, colonial unrest (due in part to
high taxation) prompted riots, tar-and-feathering, and boycotts
against English rule. Pamphlets, books, and newspapers like
the Maryland Gazette spread revolutionary news further inland.

In the image below, scrolling through the timeline further, can show you more DNA cousin locations
for the era you are researching.

There are two ancestors in my tree pinpointed for the 1850 era of the North Central Appalachia
Settlers. Search your DNA Cousins Matches for these ancestors in the DNA Cousin Match list. Matching
DNA Cousins are represented by the green circles.

< “North Central Appalachia Settlers
e A P S 1 B
NEW YORK their Catholicism with them, while German settlements
practiced both Protestant and Catholic traditions. At the same
MASSACHUSETTS time, sectional divisions grew as Germanic settlers in the Ohio
River Valley often favored abolition, unlike their coastal Virginia

counterparts.
CONNECTICUT

SENNSYLVANIA
1850-1875

Life in a Mill Town

NEW JERSEY Western Virginia's population kept growing after statehood in
1863, as mining and mill towns developed in the shadows of
the Blue Ridge Mountains. The Northwestern Turnpike terminus

MARYLAND and B&O Railroad connection at Parkersburg drew people from

Virginia
attracted workers to its grist (grain} and woolen mills. Ina
typical town, churches, public libraries, schools, courthouses,
and banks were built into the surrounding steep hillsides,
making room for factories and rail lines in the flat valley
bottoms. Balancing work with play, people shared a love of
music that often included fiddling and soulful ballads.

o Sittsburgh People in Your Tree

People from your tree with birth or death dates in this time
period are plotted on the map.
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John Rogers Elizabeth Cable
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Additional Information (Likely more than you want to know)

e List of all regions
e How to see your Ethnicity Regions

e Ancestry’s Genetic Communities
Ancestry’s Genetic Communities White Paper “Genetic Communi ties™ White Paper: Predicting

fine-scale ancestral origins from the genetic sharing patterns among millions of individuals”
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https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/List-of-AncestryDNA-Regions
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-Ethnicity
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/DNA-Genetic-Communities
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/dna-help/communities/whitepaper
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/dna-help/communities/whitepaper
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