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1890 U.S. Census Substitutes 
VIDEO Link 

Many of us find it frustrating to research between 1880 and 
1900 because we have this giant gaping hole where we no 
longer have the 1890 census due to a fire in 1921 that destroyed just about the entire 1890 U.S. Census. 
That leaves us with a 20 year gap. What can we do?  

This document is designed to help give you ideas on where to look for other records to help fill the gap. 

State Census Schedules 
Some states created censuses in off years typically between censuses. For example, in 1885 Colorado, 
Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan (1884), Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, Rhode Island, 
South Dakota, and Wisconsin conducted state censuses. Be sure to look for 1895 state censuses too! 

Go here for a complete list of all U.S. State Census. 

Kansas State 
Census, Johnson 
County, 1885 

Archives.gov 

https://youtu.be/H6nP5x3PgDI&list=UULFcvpi8XvOScBogIxmarmADw
https://www.census.gov/about/history/census-records-family-history/family-records/genealogical-resources/state-censuses.html
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City Directories 
City directories are a great option to help find people in between 
1880 and 1900 as city directories were often updated every two 
years. There are several collections at FamilySearch as well as 
Ancestry.com that crossover the 1880-1900 time frame. These two 
collection are:  

• 1749-1940 United States City and Business Directories, ca. 
1749 - ca. 1990 at FamilySearch  

• 1822-1995 U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995 at Ancestry - 

index & images (Ancestry subscription or free at FHL’s) 

Special Enumeration of Union Veterans and 
Widows (1890) 
From “First in the Path of the Firemen” - The Fate of the 1890 Population Census (Archives.gov) - “The 
extant schedules are available for part of Kentucky through Wyoming, Lincoln Post #3 in Washington, 
D.C., and selected U.S. vessels and navy yards.”   

These records can be found for free at FamilySearch here. 

Voter Registration 
Voter lists often are found at the state archives, county courthouses, and local libraries.  The best 
suggestion is to search the FamilySearch Wiki for where to find them in your area. 

Church Records 
Search for the church records for birth, marriage, and death... including the church cemeteries! 

School Records 
MyHeritage has a free to search collection of U.S. Yearbooks Index, 1890-1979.  

Go here to search the collection. 

Vital Records & More 
While many birth and death certificates were not required prior to about 1899-1912, depending on the 
state and location, marriage records, birth indexes and other forms of vital registrations often do exist 
for this time.  

Search the Ancestry Card Catalog for the areas you are researching.  

See FamilySearch Wiki for what vital records are available in the area you are researching. 

U.S. Marriage Index on Ancestry 1800’s - Current 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3754697
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3754697
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1996/spring/1890-census-1.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1877095
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10569/us-yearbooks-name-index-1890-1979?s=275764761
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62116/
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 Maps 
Don't forget the maps. Often, we can find 
maps in our local libraries, state archives, 
both in person and online. If you can find 
postal maps, they often have names of 
residents labeled right on the map. 
Pictured here is a land map from 1895.  

Ancestry has the U.S. Indexed County 
Land Ownership Maps 1860 to 1918. 

Postal Maps 
https://www.archives.gov/research/post-offices/locations-1837-1950.html  

Tax Records 
Often forgotten are tax records. Most people had to pay taxes either for their real property and or males 
often had to pay a poll tax when they became an adult (varies depending on the state). Be sure to see 
tax records on the platform that you are researching or at your state and local archives and libraries.  

• Here is a link to more Tax Resources by State at FamilySearch.  
• Here is the U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918 on Ancestry. 

Land/Deeds 
Be sure to check with county and state archives for land records.  

Also at Ancestry: 

• U.S., Indexed County Land Ownership Maps, 1860-1918 
• U.S., General Land Office Records, 1776-2015 

Newspapers by Timeframe 
A great strategy for researching newspapers is to search by location and by time frame.  

Use the FamilySearch wiki (free) to drill into the location you are researching, then look on the right 
hand side for newspapers for the area. See which papers are available for the time frame in which you 
are searching.  

Here is a list of some of my favorite newspaper repositories. 

• Chronicling America (Free)  
• Genealogy Bank (subscription) 

Wisconsin, 1895 – Ancestry.com Indexed County Land Ownership Maps 1860-1918 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1127/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1127/
https://www.archives.gov/research/post-offices/locations-1837-1950.html
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Taxation
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1264/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1127/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1246/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.genealogybank.com/
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• Newspapers.com (Ancestry & subscription) 
• NewspaperArchives.com (Subscription) 
• State Archives (free) – See this handout for a every state archive in 

the U.S. with links to their online digital collections. 

 

Ancestry’s 1890 Census Substitute Searchable Database 
Ancestry has compiled an 1890 database specific to researching records that help fill in the gaps for this 
time frame. It contains fragments of the actual 1890 U.S. Federal census, what is left of it. Additionally, 
they have the 1890 veterans schedules as well as a long list of records such as city directories, tax lists, 
voter registration list, to help fill the gap in your ancestors timeline.  

Go here to find more information about the 1890 census substitute and where you can search it. 

Search the Card Catalog at Ancestry: Specific to the Era 
Here's a quick tip to search ancestry’s card catalog.  

• At the top of your home page go to search and drop down to card catalog. 
• In the left hand column Scroll down to where it says filter by location and click on USA. 
• Then select 1800’s at the top of the filter by dates section. We don't want to filter all the way 

down to 1890, because we want to include the 1880’s. 
• Choose the state and then county in which you are researching.  

o Note: If your search results are few, remove the county. 
•  In the upper right corner sort by record count.  This gives you the best odds for results. 
• Then strategically, filter by category (in the left column) by right-clicking and opening in a new 

tab each record set that looks interesting. For example, Census and Voter lists. By opening each 
record set in a new tab this preserves your original list. Then close each tab as you finish each 
search. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/
https://newspaperarchive.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=16102947270&utm_content=138222837106&utm_term=newspaper%20archives&gclid=CjwKCAjw-rOaBhA9EiwAUkLV4s9Lsa-mcoRfz15m06Esk3FyPc_BUbTCr_4vxWEqBJNuDvLSLh9dWBoCoUIQAvD_BwE
https://genealogytv.org/product/u-s-state-archives-handout/
https://genealogytv.org/product/u-s-state-archives-handout/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/1890census/
https://genealogytv.org/product/u-s-state-archives-handout/
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Substitutes for the Lost 1890 U.S. Federal Census Paperback 
Book by William W. Dollarhide 

While researching this video & handout, I discovered a recent book (2019) 
written by the famous William W. Dollarhide.  Here it is on Amazon (affiliate). 
Yep. I ordered it! What I like about it is it is organized by state. 

American Indian Census Records  
There are various American Indian and Indigenous Persons who were 
enumerated at different times throughout our history. Depending on the 
tribe and location, you may find your ancestors listed on one of these rolls. 

Go here to learn more about the American Indian Census Rolls that have survived. 

What’s Left of the 1890 U.S. Census 
Not much survived the fire of 1921.  To see specifically which states and counties survived, go here. 

 

Consider Joining the Genealogy TV Academy 
• Live Virtual Classes 
• All handouts from YouTube channel included (2022 to present day) 
• Hundreds of lessons online to study at your pace. 
• Private Facebook Group 
• Your Questions Answered. 

More information at Genealogytv.org/Academy. 

 

https://amzn.to/3s28iuJ
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/native-americans
https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1890
https://genealogytv.org/about-genealogy-tv-academy/
https://amzn.to/3D4ydbz
https://genealogytv.org/about-genealogy-tv-academy/
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